
Thailand Approves 
U.S. Headquarters 


BANGKOK, Dec. 16 (UPI)— 
Field Marshal Thanoxn Kitti- 
kachorn said today that he has 
given the United States ap- 
proval to move its military 
headquarters from Saigon to a 
remote base in Thailand only 
60 miles from North Vietnam 
when a cease-fire goes into ef- 
feet in Vietnam. 

Thanom confirmed the plan- 
ned move to isolated Nakorn 
Phanom Airbase, 380 miles 
northeast of Bangkok. The 
base, which formerly served 
as a major center foreclose air 
support of government and 
CIA-sponsored troops in Laos, 
was the jumping-off point for 
the unsuccessful commando 
raid on North Vietnam’s Son- 
tay POW camp in 1970. 

It is the closest base to both 
Laos and North Vietnam, ly- 
ing about 60 miles from North 
Vietnam at the closest point. 

The field marshal said that 
some U.S. troops would be 
withdrawn following a cease- 
fire, but with new arrivals 
from Vietnam the number of 
American military perrsonnel 
in Thailand would remain at 
about its present level. There 
are now approximately 45,000 
U.S. troops here, according to 
U.S. spokesmen. 


the Bienhog Airbase Saturday , ' 
killing two Vietnamese civil- 
ians and wounding one. 

In an attack Friday, six ci- 
vilians were killed and the 
base’s power plant was tempo- 
rarily knocked out. 

Two squadrons of U.S. Ma- 
rine fighter-bombers operate 
from Bienhoa, but an Ameri- 
can , spokesman .said there 
were no U.S. casualties or 
damage to U.S. installations. 

Three rocket attacks were 
aimed at the base Saturday. 

In the air war, U.S. B-52s 
and fighter-bombers continued 
to strike at troops and supply 
concentrations in North and 
South Vietnam, hitting hard 
in and around the Demilitar- 
ized Zone, the U.S. command 
reported. 
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Rockets Hit Bienhoa 
For 2d Day in a Row 


Associated Press 

A little girl, the lonely survivor of an enemy rocket 
attack that killed six members of her family, stands 

amid ruins of her home near the Bienhoa Airbase. 
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SAIGON, Dec. 16 (AP)— For 
the second day in a row, Com- 
munist-fired rockets struck 



